[The old person in the family].
Based on the results of representative surveys, the author evaluates the relationship between old people (70 years and older) and members of their families. She defines the importance of contacts with children in the social life of old people and draws attention to the irreplaceable position of the family in the care of people who cease to be self-sufficient. The author draws attention to an inadequate understanding of problems of old age on the part of younger generations and the ensuing consequences.